
Political Science 300

Authoritarian Regimes in Contemporary World

Instructor: Dongshu Liu
dliu105@syr.edu
042 Eggers Hall

Office Hours: 11am-12:30pm Friday, or by appointment

1 Location and Meeting Time

Newhouse 2 275
Monday-Friday 1pm-5pm

2 Course Objectives

1. The primary purpose of this course is to prepare students, especially political science majors and
minors, to understand the politics of authoritarian regimes in contemporary world.

2. The course will also increase students’ understanding of the following topics: Concept and Defi-
nition of authoritarianism, the Third wave of democratization and regime change of authoritarian
regimes, institutional structures of authoritarian regimes, how they differ across cases, as well as
the political, economic, and social implications of these institutions on the countries they govern.

3. This course would also examine the contemporary authoritarian regimes from the perspectives of
International Relations and International Political Economy.

4. This course would also prepare students with necessary ability to understand original academic
research, think analytically, and develop skills to evaluate academic claims rigorously with empirical
evidence.

3 Assignment and Grading

3.1 Readings

Please read them before attending lecture. Because of the fast pace of this course, it will be difficult if
you come to class without reading assigned papers. Since this is a Maymester class with intense schedule,
I do not expect you read all assigned readings everyone. However, you should make yourself familiar
with at least one or two readings everyday, and have rough ideas (can be very brief) on other assigned
readings so that you can at least understand what other people are saying about.

We will have no textbook or required books for this course. However, some recommended books are
listed below and you are encouraged to read them if you want to have a deeper understanding on relevant
topics.

All readings are listed in the schedule section. I will upload all readings to blackboard.

3.2 Grading System

I grade to a high standard. You need to work hard to get a good grade. That said, I do not grade on
a curve, in which students compete against each other for a pre-determined number of grades. Rather, I
set a standard and grade based on that standard. It is thus possible for everyone in the course to receive
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an A or for everyone in the course to receive an F. My goal, of course, is for all students to pass. But it
is worth noting that it is possible for students to fail the course.

• In-class Participation: 20%

• Reflective Essay 30%

• Reading Questions: 10%

• Discussion Leader: 10%

• One Midterm Test: 30%

I reserve the right to increase grades if a student participates well in class or in section, or if a student
shows marked improvement over the course of the semester. I also reserve the right to decrease grades in
rare cases if participation is substandard (e.g., not showing up for an exam, frequently failing to attend
lectures).

3.3 Assignments

3.3.1 Reflective Essay

The reflective essay is an individual assignment and is due at 5pm EDT, Tuesday, May 28. The
reflective essay should be around 1000-1200 words in length. You should choose one topic from our
schedule, discuss the assigned readings for that topic, and provide your own analysis and argument.
Please note that the discussion of readings are not a summary of those readings; instead, you should
evaluate those readings analytically, point out the good and bad points for those readings. Please confirm
with me about your choice of topic by the end of first week. Please note that if you want to get your
credit being recognized by the IR program, you should choose a topic relevant to International Relations,
instead of a topics on purely domestic politics.

1. Reflective essay is an individual assignment. No collaboration is allowed. Please also refer to
the academic integrity section for common rules against plagiarism and other academic integrity
violations.

2. Reflective that are late will be penalized by 10 percentage points for every 24 hours past the due
date.

3. The reflective Essay should be typed and printed (rather than handwritten) in their entirety. Please
try your best to stay within the 1000-1200 word limits. Bibliography and any appendix (if you
have) are excluded from the word limits, but footnotes, end-notes tables and graphs are included.

4. You will submit your reflective essay by 5pm May 28, via Blackboard. I will send you email about
instruction of submission.

3.3.2 Final Test

We will have a tests on the Monday of the second week. The test will be 60-minutes long. It will
consist of multiple choices, several short answer questions and at most one essay question. The test is
closed-book.

1. Closed-book exam. The exam will be held at the last 60 minutes of Monday classes (May 20)

2. Only the content covered in first week will be tested.

3. You are also strongly encouraged to read recommended books and other relevant readings beyond
or assigned ones, but those are not necessary for completing test and quizzes. They are, however,
helpful for you to understand relevant concepts and arguments better.
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3.3.3 Reading Question

Before each class, students are required to submit two reading questions to the instructor. These
questions should engage the ONE OR SEVERAL readings directly and serve as useful points of discussion
during class. These questions should engage the concepts, arguments, and/or evidence presented in the
readings. Reading questions are due via e-mail to the instructor by 11:00 AM EDT on the day of the
class. Because students’ questions will be used to structure class discussion, reading questions will not
be accepted after the beginning of class. Questions received after the deadline but before the beginning
of class would only earn half of the grade for that day.

3.3.4 Discussion Leader

We will divide into four group. Each group should give a 5-minutes presentation each day about the
paper that group is responsible for that day (we will discuss this in detail). These presentations should
not simply summarize the week’s readings. Instead, students should introduce the topics by identifying
core concepts and debates and providing a framework for thinking about and evaluating the readings.
Students should also identify the weaknesses, limitations, and debates present in the readings. The
presentation should provide a baseline for discussion and debate during class. PowerPoint is optional.
We would confirm the schedule of everyone’s presentation at the first lecture.

3.4 Grading Appeals

Grade appeals are extremely unlikely to be successful; I suggest that students spend their time
elsewhere unless there are clear errors in the grading. That said, errors do happen, and in such cases I
want to know about them. Grade appeals should be addressed to me. They should also be in writing
(rather than in person) and submitted no sooner than 48 hours after the grade is received.

4 Course Materials

All required readings are uploaded to blackboard. No required text book for this course.
Some recommended readings:

1. Svolik, Milan W. (2012). The Politics of Authoritarian Rule. Cambridge University Press.

2. Kurlantzick, Joshua. (2013). Democracy in Retreat: The Revolt of the Middle Class and the
Worldwide Decline of Representative Government. Yale University Press.

3. Gandhi, Jennifer. (2008). Political Institutions under Dictatorship. Cambridge University Press.

4. Smith, Alastair, Randolph M. Siverson, James D. Morrow, and Bruce Bueno de Mesquita.(2005).
The Logic of Political Survival. MIT Press.

I will also send web links to you via email if the content is helpful to prepare the exams.

5 Attendance and Class Discussion

Since the assignments cover the material discussed in class, it is in students’ interest to attend class
sessions. However, those who would like to inform me that they will not be able to attend class due to a
religious observance should do so via the required on-line notification form via MySlice during the first
two weeks of the semester (see the following section on religious observances).

6 Electronic Devices

1. Phones: must be turned off. You cannot use them in the classroom in any circumstances. If you
have an emergency, please leave the classroom quietly before you use the phones.
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2. Laptops and tablets: you are allowed to use them only when you are required to read the materials
on the laptops, although I strongly recommend you to bring a paper-copy.

3. You are strongly encouraged to take notes by writing. If you really need to take notes by using
laptop and/or tablet, please come to me at the first class.

4. You cannot use your devices to view contents irrelevant to the class. Violation will lead to deduction
of participation grade with no further notice.

7 Email Policy

My email account is the best way to reach me; of course, students are welcome to drop by during
office hours as well. I will usually respond to email within 24 hours on weekdays. You may expect delay
of response on weekends. Students are expected to check their email accounts regularly, as I will be
using email to provide announcements and updates about the course. See Syracuse’s email policy at
http://supolicies.syr.edu/it/email.htm.

8 Religious Observances

SU’s religious observances policy, at http://supolicies.syr.edu/emp_ben/religious_observance.
htm, is intended to recognize the diversity of faiths represented among the campus community and pro-
tect the rights of students (as well as faculty and staff) to observe religious holy days according to their
tradition. Under the policy, students are provided an opportunity to make up any examination, study,
or work requirements that may be missed due to a religious observance again, provided they notify their
instructors no later than the end of the second week of classes. Student deadlines are posted in My Slice
under Student Services/Enrollment/My Religious Observances/Add a Notification.

9 Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

I am committed to supporting Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended and the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. This means that in general no individual who is otherwise
qualified shall be excluded from participation in, be denied benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination
under any program or activity, solely by reason of having a disability.

If you believe that you may need accommodations for a disability, please contact the Office of Dis-
ability Services (ODS), located in Room 309 of 804 University Avenue, or call (315) 443-4498 for an
appointment to discuss your needs and the process for requesting accommodations. ODS is responsible
for coordinating disability-related accommodations and will issue students with documented Disabili-
ties Accommodation Authorization Letters, as appropriate. Since accommodations may require early
planning and generally are not provided retroactively, please contact ODS as soon as possible. For
more information, see: http://disabilityservices.syr.edu/faculty-staff/contact-us/. You are
also welcome to contact me privately to discuss your academic needs, although I cannot arrange for
disability-related accommodations; only ODS can do that.

10 Academic Integrity

Syracuse University’s Academic Integrity Policy reflects the high value that we, as a university com-
munity, place on honesty in academic work. The policy defines our expectations for academic honesty
and holds students accountable for the integrity of all work they submit. Students should understand
that it is their responsibility to learn about course-specific expectations, as well as about university-wide
academic integrity expectations. The policy governs appropriate citation and use of sources, the integrity
of work submitted in exams and assignments, and the veracity of signatures on attendance sheets and
other verification of participation in class activities. The policy also prohibits students from submitting
the same work in more than one class without receiving written authorization in advance from both
instructors. Under the policy, students found in violation are subject to grade sanctions determined by
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the course instructor and non-grade sanctions determined by the School or College where the course is
offered as described in the Violation and Sanction Classification Rubric. SU students are required to
read an online summary of the University’s academic integrity expectations and provide an electronic
signature agreeing to abide by them twice a year during pre-term check-in on MySlice.

The Violation and Sanction Classification Rubric establishes recommended guidelines for the de-
termination of grade penalties by faculty and instructors, while also giving them discretion to select
the grade penalty they believe most suitable, including course failure, regardless of violation level. Any
established violation in this course may result in course failure regardless of violation level.”

This class will use the plagiarism detection and prevention system Turnitin. You will have the option
to submit your papers to Turnitin to check that all sources you use have been properly acknowledged and
cited before you submit the paper to me. I will also submit all papers you write for this class to Turnitin,
which compares submitted documents against documents on the Internet and against student papers
submitted to Turnitin at SU and at other colleges and universities. I will take your knowledge of the
subject matter of this course and your writing level and style into account in interpreting the originality
report. Keep in mind that all papers you submit for this class will become part of the Turnitin.com
reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers.” Please refer to this
link to see how you can check similarity by yourself before officially submit your assignment: https://

researchguides.library.syr.edu/turnitin. YOU NEED TO FOLLOW THIS GUIDELINE
so that your self-check submission will not be saved in turnitin database and thus will not
affect the similarity results for your official submission.

11 Privacy and Student Records

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) sets forth requirements regarding the
privacy of student records. FERPA governs both the access to and release of those records, known as
education records, and the information they contain. Under FERPA, faculty have a legal responsibility to
protect the confidentiality of student records. For additional information about FERPA and SU FERPA
policy, see: http://www.syr.edu/registrar/staff/ferpa

12 Course Schedule

A general Rule: You can skip the technical parts of the readings if you have difficulties in under-
standing them. Getting the basic idea and argument of the readings are the key to this course.

May 13: Introduction to the syllabus; Basic Concepts and history of Author-
itarianism; Documentaries

1. Linz, J. J., Stepan, A. (1996). Problems of democratic transition and consolidation: Southern
Europe, South America, and post-communist Europe. JHU Press. Chapter 3, pp.38-54

2. Geddes, B. (1999). What do we know about democratization after twenty years?. Annual review
of political science, 2(1), 115-144.

3. Svolik, M. W. (2012). The politics of authoritarian rule. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1

May 14: Performance of Authoritarian Regimes

1. Wang, Y. (2015). Tying the Autocrat’s Hands. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 2

2. Dimitrov, M. K. (Ed.). (2013). Why communism did not collapse: Understanding authoritarian
regime resilience in Asia and Europe. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1

3. Egorov, G., and K. Sonin. 2009. “Dictators and Their Viziers: Endogenizing the Loyalty-
Competence Trade-Off.” Journal of the European Economic Association 9 (5): 903–930

4. Ross, M. L. (2001). Does oil hinder democracy?. World politics, 53(3), 325-361.
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May 15: Autocrats, leadership selection, and stay in power

1. Magaloni, B. (2008). Credible power-sharing and the longevity of authoritarian rule. Comparative
Political Studies, 41(4-5), 715-741

2. Gehlbach, S., Sonin, K., Svolik, M. W. (2016). Formal models of nondemocratic politics. Annual
Review of Political Science, 19, 565-584.

3. De Mesquita, B. B., Smith, A., Morrow, J. D., Siverson, R. M. (2005). The logic of political
survival. MIT press. Ch2

4. Frantz, E., Stein, E. A. (2017). Countering coups: Leadership succession rules in dictatorships.
Comparative Political Studies, 50(7), 935-962.

May 16: Authoritarian Institutions

1. Brancati, D. 2013. “Democratic Authoritarianism: Origins and Effects.” Annual Review of Political
Science 17 (1): 313–326

2. Truex, R. (2017). ”Consultative Authoritarianism and Its Limits.” Comparative Political Studies
50(3): 329-361.

3. Gandhi, J., Przeworski, A. (2006). Cooperation, cooptation, and rebellion under dictatorships.
Economics politics, 18(1), 1-26.

4. Gandhi, J., Lust-Okar, E. (2009). Elections under authoritarianism. Annual review of political
science, 12, 403-422.

May 17: Social Controls in Authoritarian Regimes; Review for Midterm; Film
Session

1. Huang, H. (2015). Propaganda as signaling. Comparative Politics, 47(4), 419-444

2. King, G., Pan, J., Roberts, M. E. (2013). How censorship in China allows government criticism
but silences collective expression. American Political Science Review, 107(2), 326-343.

3. The Relationship between Coercion and Protest: An Empirical Evaluation in Three Coercive
States”. Journal of Conflict Resolution 39.2, pp. 263–282

4. State Repression and Political Order”. Annual Review of Political Science 10.1, pp. 1–23.

May 20: Regime survival and Transition; Midterm Test

1. Acemoglu and Robinson. 2006. Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy, Chs. 1-2 (Pay
more attention to Ch2)

2. Svolik, Milan. 2008. “Authoritarian Reversals and Democratic Consolidation” American Political
Science Review 102:2, pp.153-168.

3. Lipset, Seymour Martin. 1959. “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development
and Political Legitimacy.” American Political Science Review 53 (1): 69-105.

4. Levitsky, Steve, and Lucian Way (2002). “The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism” Journal of
Democracy 13:2, pp.51-65.
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May 21: Political Economy of Authoritarianism: Domestic and International

1. Evans, P. B. (1989, December). Predatory, developmental, and other apparatuses: A comparative
political economy perspective on the third world state. In Sociological forum (Vol. 4, No. 4, pp.
561-587).

2. North, D. C., Weingast, B. R. (1989). Constitutions and commitment: the evolution of institutions
governing public choice in seventeenth-century England. The journal of economic history, 49(4),
803-832.

3. Hanson, J. K. (2014). Forging then taming leviathan: state capacity, constraints on rulers, and
development. International Studies Quarterly, 58(2), 380-392.

4. Hankla, C. R., Kuthy, D. (2013). Economic liberalism in illiberal regimes: Authoritarian variation
and the political economy of trade. International Studies Quarterly, 57(3), 492-504.

May 22: International Relations and Foreign Policy of Authoritarian nations

1. Weiss, J. C. (2013). Authoritarian signaling, mass audiences, and nationalist protest in China.
International Organization, 67(1), 1-35.

2. Rosato, S. 2003. “The Flawed Logic of Democratic Peace Theory.” American Political Science
Review 97(04): 585–602

3. De Mesquita, B. B., Morrow, J. D., Siverson, R. M., Smith, A. (1999). An institutional explanation
of the democratic peace. American Political Science Review, 93(4), 791-807.

4. Putnam, R. D. (1988). Diplomacy and domestic politics: the logic of two-level games. International
organization, 42(3), 427-460.

May 23: Authoritarian Regimes in International Community

1. Bräutigam, D. 2011. “Aid ‘With Chinese Characteristics’: Chinese Foreign Aid and Development
Finance Meet the OECD-DAC Aid Regime.” Journal of International Development 23 (5): 752–764

2. Bowman, B. L. (2006). Realism and idealism: US policy toward Saudi Arabia, from the cold war
to today https://apps.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a490797.pdf

3. Starr, H. (1991). Democratic dominoes: Diffusion approaches to the spread of democracy in the
international system. Journal of Conflict Resolution, 35(2), 356-381.

4. Wright, J. (2009). How foreign aid can foster democratization in authoritarian regimes. American
journal of political science, 53(3), 552-571.

May 24: Story from two sides: Debates on Singapore and China

1. We will see a series of documentaries and interviews with prominent scholars and leaders, who
share their dramatically different views on the development of Singapore and China. Our focus
is to learn the story from both sides and understand why there are some voices supporting non-
democratic systems in countries like China and Singapore. Read the following pieces for background
information

2. Barr, M. D. (2000). Lee Kuan Yew and the “Asian values” debate. Asian Studies Review, 24(3),
309-334.

3. Zhao, S. (2010). The China Model: can it replace the Western model of modernization?. Journal
of contemporary China, 19(65), 419-436.

May 28 5pm EDT: Deadline for Reflective Essay
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