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My teaching interests are tightly connected to my research background. I would be eager 
to teach substantive courses on comparative politics, authoritarian politics, democracy and 
democratization, politics of China, political institutions, political economy and development, 
public policy and public administration, and NGOs and Civil Societies in China. I am also 
interested in offering courses on quantitative methods, qualitative methods, survey and 
experiments, and research designs in both undergraduate and graduate levels. I am also able to 
offer undergraduate courses on various topics of Hong Kong politics, public policies and public 
administration. 

I have developed my teaching style and philosophy in two contexts. When I first came to 
Hong Kong for my undergraduate study, I was impressed by some of my professors, who taught 
differently compared to my high school teachers by focusing not only on instructing knowledge 
but also on inspiring students. They helped me a lot in my life and study in Hong Kong as a 
newcomer who never experienced any English-teaching environment before — since then, 
being a good teacher has become an important goal for me to pursue because I do see how 
significant a good teacher can help in one’s life. During my graduate study at Syracuse 
University, I developed my teaching skills through working four years as a teaching assistant, 
teaching my course independently, and taking a series of teaching skill workshops. My own 
teaching experiences and the advice from professors I worked with prepared me well in 
becoming a competent teacher in higher education. 

Here are the key points of my teaching philosophy. 

First, I believe the most important aspect of teaching in higher education is to inspire 
students and prepare them for their life after college. I believe the primary task of the college 
education is not only about conveying knowledge but also about helping students transitioning 
from "student" to an "independent individual in society.” That requires us as teachers to pay 
more attention to developing students' skills for whatever career they choose after graduation. 
One of the most crucial points I learned from my teaching experience is that we should help 
students connect what they learn in political science courses to any non-political-science career 
they want to pursue. For example, in the undergraduate research design and method course, we 
try to link the concepts discussed in the course to other real-world applications they may be 
interested in since most of our students will not work in academia. I designed some class 
activities for my students to see how ideas like representative sample and normal distribution 
can be used to understand public opinion poll, financial data, and even sports statistics. We also 
encourage students to evaluate the media articles critically with the concepts we taught. In my 
course of Authoritarian regimes, I also encourage students to take a comparative perspective to 
think about the social problems they observed in the United States by comparing authoritarian 
politics to democratic politics, and I find many thoughts from students are quite innovative and 
insightful. I believe that as a teacher in higher education we should prepare our students for 
their future career by not only teaching them knowledge but also helping them develop skills 



in critical thinking, collaborations, life learning, and analytical abilities. The ultimate goal of 
our course should be to inspire students thinking independently and solving any new problem 
they will meet in their life after graduation with the skills trained in our course. I always try to 
prepare my teaching in this way.  

Second, I believe a good teacher should be able to identify the potential of students and 
thereby choose the appropriate way of teaching. My experiences of teaching the quantitative 
methods to undergraduate students always remind me that all students have the potential to 
manage the difficult concepts, but as a teacher, it is my responsibility to find the correct way 
to teach them. For example, I found that many students in our quantitative method class are 
able to understand the statistical concept well but are afraid of formula and other mathematical 
expressions. Their leaning is slowed down when information is taught purely in mathematical 
symbols, formulas, and equations. My solution, therefore, is to spend time on explaining the 
logic and rationale behind the formula, getting students familiar with different components of 
mathematical symbols and equations, and working them through detailed steps of how each 
equation is developed. I feel this helps a lot for students to understand the key concepts in 
quantitative analysis. It reinforces my belief that students always have potential to understand 
the difficult concepts, and it is the teacher’s responsibility to find the appropriate way to 
motivate them.   

Lastly, I believe in collaborative relationships with students. I think a teacher should work 
closely with students to guide their study but should also avoid the "dictator-style" of 
instructing. I benefited a lot from my advisor and committee members who are always willing 
to give me detailed guidance in my research, but at the same time, respect my ideas and 
thoughts. I have tried to pay their generosity forward to my students. On the one hand, I usually 
provide extra office hours and exercise sessions to students with difficulties in math when I 
worked for the quantitative method course. I also organized a series of one-on-one sessions 
with students in the Politics of China course to help them develop outlines of their research 
paper and offer feedback to their ideas. For some of my students, I even offer some advice on 
their plans in graduate study and research projects. On the other hand, I always encourage 
students to speak their own mind and challenge my points. In my independently taught course 
on Contemporary Authoritarian Regimes, I intentionally encourage students to engage in 
debates with me and with each other. Although almost none of them have experiences in 
authoritarian regimes, I found some of them can provide insightful points by comparing what 
I said with their personal experiences in democratic systems. I think teaching should be a 
collaborative and equal process of communication between teachers and students. We, as 
teachers, should work closely with students for their academic success, but we should also 
encourage them for independent thinking and reward the courage to challenge the authority 
with reasoning. I believe this should be how we prepare our students for their life after 
graduation: knowledge and analytical thinking to solve any problem independently.  

I hope the main takeaway from this statement is that I take teaching very seriously. I am 
looking forward to any opportunity to do more.   




